
Aeltester Peter Toews and the Kleinegemeinde
Translated by Bev Dyck
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The Kleine Gemeinde community formed
an important part of the group which
emigrated from Russia to North America in
the 1870's. Aeltester Peter Toews played a
significant role in that move. As well, Toews
had during the years energetically assembled
a lm'ge collection of documents, letters,
reports, etc. in which the Kleine Gemeinde
story of faith and life in Russia had been
recorded.

This manuscript material, along with a
portion of his library formed a part of his
baggage when the Toews family came to
Manitoba in 1875. Over the years this
material was passed on to other members of
the family, and has been preserved in that
way. A portion of several ledgers recently
appeared in a typed German copy which will
make them· easier for historians to use.

Below is a brief section of another of the

Toews items, i.e. a diary which refers to
church events and other happenings from the
years 1871-1876. It thus includes early
months of organization in Manitoba. The
diary is quite clearly written although a few
words remain unclear, as suggested in the
translation.

Note that the first entries begin with the
coming of the Toews family to the East
Reserve in the spring of 1875.

At 1 o'clock Tuesday morning our ship
stopped at Scratching River, and we were
greeted and taken in by our brothers and
sisters.

After half an hour, after some of our
fellow travellers had disembarked, we
departed and at 4 o'clock a.m. Tuesday, the
24th of June our ship stopped at the Rat
River, where we disembarked and were met
by our brethren. N.B. Brother Toews and C.
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Dueck had come to meet us by boat near
Pembina.

Late evening of the 24th of June we arriv
ed in Gruenfeld.

The next Sunday there was a worship ser
vice in Blumenort, where Abraham Klassen
proposed to go to Kansas. Jacob Barkmann,
the minister (Lehrer), and Br. Jacob Friesen
drowned in the Red River in June.

It cost my family 244 rub. 17 kop. for the
ride from Nikopol to Winnipeg; and 44 rub.
40 kop. for the baggage fare. We had 24
pud baggage shipped at the rate of 1 rub.
83 per pud.

1875 October-November
On October 3rd, 1875 the following per

sons were accepted into the church as
members: Gerhard Doerksens with their
daughter Anna, Dietrich Isaaks and Gottlieb
Jenke.

On the 24th the following people were
accepted as members of the church through
baptism: Aron Penner, Abraham Unger,
Jacob Toews, Jacob Barkmann, Anna
Goossen, Margareta Siemens, Aganetta
Warkentin, and Elizabeth Giesbrecht.

On the 24th it was resolved that there
would be a collection on the 2nd Sunday for
David Unger in his to satisfy ?

On the 24th Martin Barkmann married
Anna Doerksen. On the 7th of November
Heinrich Wohlgemuth married Katharina
Plett. On Friday, November 19th the
brotherhood in Rosenfeld came to the deci
sion that the leaders of the church would also
serve as the school board, that all the
children should go to school, and that we
would accept the support for schools offered
by the government representative, Hespeler.

Sunday the 21st of November there was
communion in Blumenort. Gottlieb Jenke (?)
and Margaretha Friesen were married.

The 28th of November there was commu
nion in Gruenfeld.

The 5th of December there was commu
nion in Steinbach.

On December 16, and on the 18th in
Scratching River the following became
members through baptism: Jacob Ens,
Abraham Eidse, Johann Friesen, Heinrich
Warkentin, Justina Warkentin, Justina
Eidse. On the 19th in the morning and after
noon there was communion.
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On the 20th of December, at Scratching
River there was an election for the position
of minister, first for deacon.
Johannes Ens 23
Johann Loewen 14
Cornelius Friesen 2
Gerhard Siemens I
Isaak Loewen I

For minister: Johann Ens with 26 votes,
minister - Jakob Kroeker. got 14 votes.

N.B. In the summer of 1875 Abraham
Klassen and family as well as many others
moved to Kansas, while others went to
Nebraska.

Renata: From 1907-1965
By Lawrence Klippenstein

Conclusion
Orchards became an important facet of

the community's economic life. Here is what
was written under the topic The Community
at Work:

Fruit growing became Renata's chief oc
cupation from the time the first land was
cleared and the first fruit trees
planted . . .for thefirstfew years people lived
mostly from the income ofsmaller fruits and
vegetables. These were shipped privately to
customers outside as shipping facilities were
good, and the boats "Bonnington" and
"Rossland" ran every day . ...

In 1928 the Renata Co-operative Union
was organized with Gerhard D. Friesen its
first president .... In 1933, 1500 crates of
luscious berries were shipped through the
Co-op shed . ... In the good years as many as
7200 crates of top quality cherries have gone
to outside markets as well as 5000 crates of
peaches and 100 boxes ofpears .... 1n 1952
there were thirty growers in the Co-op.

School classes began in a log cabin in
1908 with Miss Elinor Redhead from
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario as the first
teacher. Frank Siemens served as trustee.

The first permanent school was built in
1912 with voluntary labor, the lumber used
was manufactured in the Harms' saw mill.
Desks were donated. School trustees at this
time were Pete Harms and George Rempel.

Church life seems to have played an ·im
portant part in Renata history from the time
the first large group of settlers arrived until
the present, wrote the authors.

The first such gatherings were held in the
large new home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank F.
Siemens who came in 1908 and stayed until
1911.

Visiting ministers came to preach and Mr.
Siemens and Mr. George Buhler were
dedicated as lay preachers. Thefirst Sunday
school classes were also conducted here . ...

The Church of the New Jerusalem was
served by visiting ministers from the USA.
as early as 1914. Canadian-born Rev. J.E.
Zacharias made his first visit at the time
Margaret Harms and Henry Toews were
married in 1922. He came faithfully each
year for forty years. A most special meeting
once a year was the Easter gathering which
was always terminated by a picnic. Since
Mr. Zacharias passed away Mr. H. Taylor
has served as pastor.

Mrs. A.P. Harms conducted Sunday
school with this group the years she lived
here. Later lessons were received by cor
respondence . ...

Ministers ofdifferent denominations came
to Renata from time to time. A Mr. Unruh
who stayed with Mr. Nash held services in
the new school in 1921.

Between 1924 and 1932 Mr. William
Dyck taught a Community Sunday School
and led a young people's choir. He had been
a band leader in Russia prior to his arrival
in Canada.

Mrs. Peter Harms,former(v Miss Agatha
Remple, donated her time to Sunday School
work for a time.

Renata had to be evacuated when the
Columbia River Treaty brought with it the
construction of the Arrow Dam, and the
flooding of the land section where the com
munity had stood for fifty-eight years. Since
the cemetery too would be flooded, it was
agreed that a plaque would be erected in
Robson Cemetery bearing the names of the
fifty-eight persons who were buried there. As
the authors of the Renata story put it in
closing:

The words on that plaque will make afit
ting end to this history. 'This plaque com
memorates the community ofRenata and its
fifty-eight former residents who now lie
beneath the water of the Arrow Reservoir'.

Descendants of these people find
themselves scattered no doubt, not only
through various communities of B.C. but in
other parts of the country as well. We would
welcome comments and information about
those days in Renata, as well as any
documents, letters or other records which
have survived, and which will help to keep its
memory alive for many years to come.
Please send these to Mennonite Heritage
Centre, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg,
Manitoba, R3P OM4.

NOTES

I. Cf. H. T. Klaassen, Birth and Growth of
Eigenheim Mennonite Church 1892
1974, (Rosthern, Saskatchewan, 1974),
pp. 3-4.

2. Frank H. Epp, Mennonites in Canada
1786-1920 (Toronto, Ontario, 1974), p.
304.

3. Mary Warkentin and Rose Anne Rahn,
eds. The Story of Renata (Renata, B.C.,
(965). This paperback history of 34
pages is the only published item on
Renata known to date.

4. Siemens had emigrated to Canada from
Russia as a teen-ager in 189 I. The ship
lists for 1891 mention the coming of a
Franz Siemens with four children and add
the comments "To Rosenfeld". MHC
archives, Vol. 989. Cf. also a letter by
F. F. Siemens dated December 26, 1907,
and published in the January 15, 1908
issue of Mennonitische Rundschau, p. 12.
Siemens held a job as municipal clerk at
Altona for a time. He died in 1956.

5. Fred W. Nash was a well-established
businessman who had come to the area
from Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario in
1897. He did some preaching as well. The
Story of Renata, p. 5.

6. The "Mr. Hanson" mentioned here may
well be a reference to Rev. William Han
son who was serving as a minister of the
Evangelical Reformed Church in Altona
at that time.

7. For a time ministers of the Herbert Men
nonite community, for example, Rev.
Franz Sawatzky, visited Renata quite
regularly. Reports on their visits appeared
in Mennonitische Rundschau from time
to time.

8. Quotes from The Story of Renata are
from pp. 5-7, 17, 23-24, 26-28.

Bev Dyck, of Hague. Saskatchewan is
now serving as secretary-receptionist in the
Mennonite Heritage Centre. She is a
member of the Hague Mennonite Congrega
tion.

MENNONITE HISTORIAN is published quarterly by the History-Archives Committee of the Conference ?f ~cnnonites in Canada. It is
edited by Lawrence Klippenstein. All correspondence and unpublished manuscripts should be sent to the editOrIal office at 600 Shaftesbury
Blvd., Winnipeg, Manitoba. Canada R3P OM4. Subscription fee $3.00 per year. ISSN 0700-8066.



Mennonite Archives Week
It seemed like a good idea, even the first

time around. In a designated Archives
Week the Heritage Centre would feature
some special activities as an anniversary
celebration of its beginnings. The third such
celebration took place at the centre
November 9-13.

Archives Week is meant to heighten
"awareness" mainly in the campus com
munity of Canadian Mennonite Bible
College where the centre was established in
1978.

Special displays for the week included the
sculptures and photography of Gerald and
Ken Loewen, the paintings of Ray Kehler of
Winnipeg and a personal archives collection
brought by John P. Dyck of Springstein,
Manitoba. Writings of Aeltester Johannes
Harder of West Germany, a recent visitor to
the campus, were available as well.

On Friday everyone was invited for coffee
and doughnuts in the centre; a "free book"
draw added incentive to come (Harvest,
edited by George K. Epp seemed to be the
favorite choice). The "dime-a-book" sale
helped to clean out over-stocked shelves, and
pay for the doughnuts at the same time!

A Mennonite private school display has
been erected in the centre, and a larger
mobile children's "Mini-Heritage Centre" for
use in congregations is to be prepared in
1982.

We would also like to acknowledge the
help of CMBC students Sheila Klassen,
Noreen Klippenstein, and Elizabeth Ruegger
in sorting materials for storage and ship
ment, as well as Walter Neufeld and Ron
Ralk in custodial duties.

Inquiries to the Mennonite Heritage Cen
tre should be sent to 600 Shaftesbury Blvd.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3P OM4, or
phoned in to 1-204-888-6781. Visitors are
welcome at all times.

Lest We Forget
By Allan Siebert

Winnipeg, Man. - It was a crisp autumn
evening, late in September. I did not know
what to expect as I drove toward the meeting
at the Winnipeg Springfield Heights Men
nonite Church, but I was curious to see who
would attend.

I got my answer as I entered the church
and saw a congregation of white and balding
heads. It appeared that everyone present was
more than twice as old as I was. One man
who spoke later was in his nineties.

These 300 or so men, some with their
spouses, had gathered to remember an event
that had dominated their youth. I emphasiz
ed their advanced age because it made me
wonder if what they were remembering is im
portant only to their generation. These men
certainly do not think so.

The purpose of the gathering was to
celebrate two anniversaries in the long, quiet
history of conscientious objection to war and
military service. This year, 1981, marks the
100th anniversary of the opening of the
forestry camps in Russia for Mennonite con
scientious objectors (or "CO's" as they are
called) and the fortieth anniversary of the
first Canadian forestry camps of World War
II.

At 18 or 19 years of age these men were
taken from their farms and families to per
form menial tasks in makeshift camps
because they would not take up arms against
the nation's enemies. These were Mennonite
men who took a stand for the sake of con
science.

History records that many others did not.
A shamefully large fraction of the Mennonite
young men who came of age during the war
years chose to heft a rifle instead of a shovel
or an axe.

There were even some men present, about
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15 in all, who had served as CO's in Russian
forestry camps before the great upheavals of
1917 and the flight to Canada. Gerhard
"Grish" Dueck of Springstein, Manitoba
presented a few anecdotes from that eventful
time.

The program was chaired by Lawrence
Klippenstein and proceeded through a series
of songs by the local church choir, two short
speeches by Harry Loewen of Winnipeg, and
Bill Janzen of Ottawa, and reminiscing by
several men who underlined the importance
of witnessing for peace in whatever way is
open to a person. The theme of thanksgiving
came through clearly in everything they said.

Janzen talked about how the CO's had
built bridges - between witnessing against
the eveil of war and witnessing for service
and peace, between generations, between the
muddy, confusing realities of wartime and
the "shining ideals" of the Christian.

As I listened it began to dawn on me that
the experience of giving up home and
meaningful work for the sake of conscience
had had a lasting and liberating effect of
these men.

Jake Unrau of Winnipeg described his
four months at Camp One in 1941 as
"more like incarceration." But, he added,
those four months created bonds with other
CO's that have not diminished forty years
later.

"In fact," he said, "the bonds keep getting
stronger over the years." The Camp One
group often holds reunions and the fall, 1981
reunion at Kane, Manitoba drew about 130
people. Unrau told us that the men there had
pledged to tell their story in churches. "We
felt we should challenge each other to do
this."

Now that they are fathers and grand
fathers themselves, they are more concerned
than ever that younger generations continue
the witness of peace and service, following
Christ and consciences trained to refrain
from evil while serving the good.

1 left the meeting with a nagging question,
which others have asked before me. It is
simply this: If the same circumstances were
present today, how many of our Mennonite
young men (or young women, if it were re
quired in these enlightened times) would
follow the example of the young Mennonite
CO's of 1881 or 1914 or 1941?

The details of the war years are a distant
memory, now. Canadians my age can only
imagine what it was like. But these oc
casional reunions keep alive the record that
some people chose an alternative to fighting.
For some it was a costly choice; for others it
was only a small sacrifice. There were even
some "conscience freeloaders" in the camps.
But the key fact remains that while some
citizens shouted "fight", others quietly said,
"serve". Reprinted from the Mennonite
Reporter.

Participants at the CO reunion anniversary celebration on September 27 enjoyed
reminiscences and acquaintanceships at a reception in the Springfield Heights Mennonite
Church, Winnipeg, Man.
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Genealogy

About the Koslowskys
By Agatha Ratzlaff

Conclusion

My aunt, Katbarina P. Koslowsky (1891
1976), was born as the fifth (third surviving
child) to Peter J. and Katharina (Krause)
Koslowsky on August 16, 1891 in Ebenfeld,
Russia. Katharina married Johann Hein, a
German citizen living in Einlage at the time.
Because of the political situation between
Russia and Germany at that time, Johann
was sent to Orenburg. Because Katharina
wanted to be with her husband, she went to
Orenburg also. Later on, the Heins moved to
Germany. Two sons were born to them; the
oldest son is in a hospital in Germany and
the second son died in World War II. Their
only grandchild, Dorothy Hein, operates a
laundry in Germany.

My uncle, Franz P. Koslowsky (1894-?),
was born October II, 1894 in Einlage, as the
seventh (fifth surviving) child to Peter J. and
Katharina (Krause) Koslowsky. He was
married to Lena Janzen, born March 26,
1902, the daughter of Jakob Janzen; and the
widow of Peter (Heinrich) Goertzen, having
two girls from her previous marriage. Franz
Koslowsky died in the persecution in Russia.
His wife Lena is still living, and their descen
dants are all living in Russia.

My aunt, Aganetha P. Koslowsky (1897
1976), was born as the eighth (sixth sur
viving one) child of Peter J. and Katharina
(Krause) Koslowsky, on June 13, 1897 in
Peterpol, Russia. She was married on
November 18, 1923 in Sergejewka to Johann
Neufeld, the son of Peter Neufeld. Their
descendants are all living in Russia.
Aganetha Koslowsky died February 22,
1976. Her husband died in the persecution.

My uncle, HeiDrich P. Koslowsky (1901
?), was born March 24, 1901 in Peterpol, the
son of Peter J. and Susanna (Ratzlall)
Koslowsky. He was married to Lena Unger,
born July 13, 1906. Heinrich died in a
hospital in the concentration camp in Russia.
His wife Lena died May 16, 1978 in Russia.
Their descendants also are living in Russia.

My mother, Maria P. Koslowsky (1892
1980), was born December 31, 1892 in
Schoendorf, Russia, as the sixth (fourth sur
viving one) child of Peter J. and Katharina
(Krause Koslowsky. She was married
October 20, 1919 in Sergejewka by my
grandfather, Rev. Johann J. Enns, to
Cornelius J. Enns, born July 29, 1892 in
Alexandertahl, FGrstenland, to Johann J.
and Katharina (Krahn) Enns. Cornelius and
Maria emigrated to Canada in 1926, living in
several Mennonite communities in Manitoba.
My father, who had been a straight-A stu
dent in school, relinquished his own ambition
of entering the teaching profession in order

to stay at home and help support his father
who was the leading minister of the Olgafeld
Mennonite Brethren Church; as a result he
worked as a farm-labourer all his life.
However, he encouraged his children to pick
up his ambition and enter the teaching
profession, I being the one to do so. In 1944
my parents moved to Yarrow, B.C., where
they remained for 27 years. My father died
on January 3, 1978 in the Menno Hospital,
Abbotsford, B.C.

After Dad's death mother's health did not
improve. When she gave away her sewing
machine we knew that she was quitting now.
Although she sutTered much, she kept her
faith in God, and was upheld by His grace
and power. On April 2, 1980, the Lord final
ly took her home.

Of the eight children born to them, three
have died: Lydia, their oldest child, died in
Russia; Peter, their oldest son, died on the
train to Moscow on their trip to Canada; and
John, their only other son, drowned at the
age of 24 in the Red River near Niverville,
Manitoba, while visiting our Koslowsky
relatives there. The five remaining daughters
are: Anna (Mrs. John Friesen) of Yarrow,
B.C.; Sue (Mrs. Henry Rempel) of Van
couver, B.C.; Mary (Mrs. Abe Klassen) of
Richmond, B.C.; Agatha (Mrs. Hank
Ratzlatl) of Surrey, B.C.; and Kathy (Mrs.
Len Unruh) of Blaine, Washington, U.S.A.

Although our family was not as socially
prominent as were our relatives, the talent
and love of music was always there too, and
is being developed in our children. The most
outstanding one is the youngest daughter of
my youngest sister, Vivian Unruh of Blaine,
Washington, U.S.A., who recently had her
name entered in the national organization of
worth, the "Who's Who in Music" book of
music, an honor that is given High School
students and used in placement in colleges,
as it gives those mentioned in the publication
special benefit. And last night*. at our
church's Christmas musical evening, our
youngest daughter, Karen, was the lead
soloist, and I sat back, thrilled with parental
pride and thought, "Yes, our ancestors con
tinue to live on through their descendants.
But that is only as far as the flesh is concern
ed. In the Spirit, Christ lives through us, the
Church, which is His Body here on earth. To
me, the latter is of greatest importance.
While we appreciate and honor our parents
and ancestors, Jesus Christ is the One who is
Lord of our lives."

*An event of 1977.

The holdings of Mennonite Genealogy
Inc., formerly lodged in the Mennonite
Heritage Centre, have been moved to
Autumn House, Wellington and
Arlington, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

To contact the office call (204)-669
6200, or write to MGI, Box 393, Win
nipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 2H6.

Research Request

I would like to get information about the
family of Jacob Redekop, born 1844, and
married to Susana Wolfe. They came to
Manitoba in 1875 and settled near ReinJand.
Thank you for your help. Write to: Rick
Reddekopp, Box 549, Wadena,
Saskatchewan SOA 4JO.

Genealogy Book Sale

BJ..gs, Jeremy D. Friesens and Cousins:
A Baltic Past, with illustrations by Barbara
Blair and Jeremy Bangs. Leiden, Amster
dam, 1980. 24 pp. paperback, $5.00 (U.S.)
and $1.00 postage. Deals more with family
background than "family tree". Order from
Dr. C. O. Bangs, 7205 Canterbury, Prairie
Village, KS. 66208.

Dyck, J.P. Klaas Dueck aDd Descendants
(1743-198 I). 122 pp. iIIus., paperback,
$12.00 (Can.) Order from John P. Dyck,
Springstein, Manitoba. ROA 2NO.

JetTery, Mary Dueck, ed. Aeltester Johann
Funk: A Family Tree with Notes on his life
and work. Winnipeg, Manitoba, 1980.
Paperback, 229 pp., $10.00 (Can.) Order
from: Mary Jeffery, 94 Alburg, Winnipeg,
Manitoba.

Nickel, John P. ed. The Nikkel-Nickel
Family of Prussian, Russia, America and
Canada. Nanaimo, B.C., 1981. Hardcover,
203 pp., $25.00. Order from: John P.
Nickel, 3301-995 Bowen Rd., Nanaimo,
B.C. V9R 2A4. Postage extra.

The following books are available from
Prairie View Press, Box 160, Rosenort,
Manitoba, Canada, ROG 1WO:

Johann B. Toews (1865-1967) wrote a
short family history, and the book includes a
family register. 64 pp, pb. $3.75 (Can.) $3.10
(U.S.) postpaid.

Gerhard Goossen (1811-1854) The
register has 2700 names. 187 pp., pb., $9.00
(U.S.), $10.00 (Can.) postpaid.

Peter Isaac (1867-1924) Family Book. An
English translation. Has many stories, and
an extensive register of names. $4.50 (U.S.)
and $5.00 (Can.) postpaid.

The Jacob W. Toews (1836-1920) family
book has about 1500 names (64 pp., pb.)
$4.25 (U.S.) $4.50 (Can.) Order from: Peter
P. Goossen, Box 4, Grp. 330, R.R. No.3,
Morris, Manitoba ROG I KO in Canada, or
Larry Toews, Pisek, North Dakota, 58273 in
the U.S.A.
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New Books Received

Tricentennial - 1983

l. Bird, Michael aDd Terry Kobayashi. A
Splendid Harvest. Germanic Folk and
Decorative Arts in Canada. Toronto: Van
Nostrand Reinhold Ltd., 1981. Hdcv.,
240 pp., $29.95.

4. Lohrenz, Gerhard. Mia oder Ueber den
Amur in die Freiheit. Die
Lebensgeschichte einer Mennonitischen
Frau, Maria DeFehr auf Grund ihrer
Aufzeichnungen. Winnipeg, Manitoba,
DeFehr Foundation, Inc., 1981, pb., 180
pp. Order from: Fellowship Bookcentre,
1477 Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg,
Manitoba. $3.95.

5. Pauls, Peter Jr. Mennoniten in Brasilien.
Gedenkschrifi zum 50 Jahr-Jubi/aeum
ihrer Einwanderung 1930-1980, pb., 270
pp. $15.00 (U.S.) Order from: Jacob
Regier, Box 81, Virgil, Ontario, LOS ITO;
or Frida Warkentin, 1075 E. 38th, Van
couver, B.C. V5W IJ4.

6. Petkau, Irene Friesen and Peter,
Blumenfeld. Where Land and People
Meet. An illustrated folk history of a
community in southern Manitoba.
Blumenfeld, Manitoba, 1981. hdcv., 264
pp. Order from: Peter Schmidt, Box 466,
Winkler, Manitoba. Price $20.00 with
postage extra.

7. Tiessen, Paul and John D. Rempel., eds.
Forever Summer. Forever Sunday. Peter
Gerhard Rempel's Photographs of Men
nonites in Russia, 1890-1917. St. Jacobs,
Ont., Sand Hills Books, Inc. 1981. hdcv.,
144 pp. $17.95.

Various groups and committees, especial
ly in eastern Pennsylvania, are currently ex
pending interest and creative energy on
facets of Mennonite historical interpretation
related to the commemoration of the 1983
North American Mennonite Tricentennial.

Some of the significant program plans
which are underway include the following:
1. Tours to Germantown and Eastern Penn

sylvania originating in Kansas, Manitoba
(or further west), and elsewhere are being
organized.

2. Several special publications are expected
off the press in 1983. These include: the
first volume of The Mennonite experience
in America (Cf. Mennonite Historian,
September, 1981, p. 5), A People on the
Way by Jan Gleysteen, a history of Black
Mennonites through 1950, by LeRoy
Bechler, and a five-week congregational
self study by Leonard Gross. A volume
on Anabaptist beginnings, Grebe/iana by
Leland Harder, is likely going to reach
the market then as well.

3. To stimulate creativity in music, the
graphic arts, and drama competitions on
Anabaptist Mennonite faith and history
are being considered church-wide and
inter-Mennonite.
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Aeltester and professor emeritus Johannes Harder ofFrankfurt. West Germany visited
Canada in November. He spoke at various places including several Winnipeg congregations.
the University of Winnipeg and CMBC. Harder is the author ofnumerous books including In
Wologdas weissen Waeldern, published in an English translation as No Strangers in Exile
(1979).
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Historical Society News
Mennonite Life Seminar
By Peter Paetkau

The annual Mennonite Studies Seminar
sponsored by the Manitoba Mennonite
Historical Society was held at the Centre for
MB Studies, Winnipeg, Manitoba, on
December 5, 1981.

The general theme of "telling stories" was
examined in three excellent study papers
regarding various aspects of the theme.

Following introductions and sharing of
projects, Dr. Victor Doerksen presented a
paper entitled: Biography and Hagiography.
He noted that Mennonite historiography has
reached the stage where the need for compe
tent biographies is apparent, and proceeded
to discuss the chief criteria to be considered
in writing biography.

Doerksen suggested the following con
siderations: I) The exemplary character of
the subject, as in the lives of the saints, par
ticularity pertinent to religious biography is
worth noting. At this point however the need
to be exemplary may get in the way of the
doctrinal truth, giving birth to the "heiligen
Legenden", stories having a strong religious
function, but more as legend than as truth. 2)
Attention must be given to the truth emerg
ing from the data. 3) Good story telling is
needed, then the exemplary aspect will arise
naturally and play its role. 4) The notion of
divine assistance or intervention ought
generally to be reserved for autobiography.
5) The separation of the "inner" and "outer"
life is useful. 6) What sets a particular life
apart and ascribes merit to it must be ex
amined.

Gerhard Ens, editor of Der Bote, in
troduced the first paper of the afternoon ses
sion on Broadcasting in Low German.
Quoting Johannes Harder: "die Wahrheit ist
erhoete Wirklichkeit" (truth is enriched
reality), and with a very modest estimate of
the qualities of his work as broadcaster
"from the standpoint of historical research
and systematic historical writing", he
recounted the origin and development of the
CFAM Low German series as we now know
it. He continued to discuss some of the dozen
or more series which he has aired since
broadcast first began nearly ten years ago.
Their purpose, he pointed out, has always
been to inform and popularize our story,
while entertaining the listener sufficiently to
ensure his tuning in the following week.

The seminar concluded with another
paper by Elizabeth Peters on Telling Men
nonite Stories. Her thesis was that "among
the Mennonites we have magnificent story
telling" but we must go to the Mennonite
villages to hear them in order to record them.
Having lived in the village of Chortitz and
other centres in southern Manitoba,
Elizabeth chose to tell some of the more
colorful ones in her inimitable way.

She urged that we become more

enthusiastic in recording a good story when
we come across it. Inevitably a good story
skillfully told is music to the ear, and may in
fact become by its incorporation in a song a
portion of our humanity.

The forty persons present at the seminar
found it a very pleasant experience, one ven
turing to say "it was the best seminar the
Society has ever had."

A Mennonite studies seminar will be
held on Saturday, Feb. 27th, 1982 at the
First Mennonite Church in Calgary,
Alberta.

Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. and
there will be an afternoon session. Presen
tations will include one on genealogy, and
there will be a display of recent Men
nonite Publications. Anyone is welcome
to attend.

For further information contact Dr.
John B. Toews, Dept. of History, Univer
sity of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta.

MHSSA Meets
About fifty persons joined a Mennonite

studies seminar held on November 28, 1981
at the Nutana Park Mennonite Church in
Saskatoon. The sessions were sponsored
jointly by the Mennonite Historical Society
of Saskatchewan-Alberta, and the Men
nonite Heritage Centre of Winnipeg,
Manitoba.

Genealogists were well represented, but
others shared information about community
research projects, book collecting, writing
for periodicals and translation of documents
for publication. A display of new books, in
cluding a number of Saskatchewan Men
nonite publications, and a Fellowship
Bookcentre table helped to stimulate excite
ment for such a venture.

Reports on Mennonite archival holdings
were brought by Ian and Ruth Wilson of the
Saskatchewan Archives at the University of
Regina, and Bernie Thiessen of the Rosthern
Junior College Archives. The latter is plan
ning to catalogue the large German language
Mennonite library formerly housed in the
museum at RJc.

A good deal of discussion arose from the
presentation of papers on early Mennonite
education in Saskatchewan. These were read
by Leonard Doell of Warman and Dr. Adolf
Ens of CMBC in Winnipeg.

Dick Epp, chairman of MMHSA,
moderated the sessions, and successfully
solicited several new members for the Socie
ty during the sessions.

The material on this page is provided,
and space paid for, by the Mennonite
Historical Society of Canada.

MHSC Report
The annual meeting of the Mennonite

Historical Society of Canada was held on
Saturday, Dec. 5, 1981 at Conrad Grebel
College in Waterloo, Ontario. Twenty per
sons attended one or both of the morning
and afternoon sessions.

In reports from the provinces, Gerhard
Peters noted 2000 visitors for 1981 at the
recently opened Mennonite museum in
Clearbrook. There were over 100 donors to
the artifact collection housed in the old MEl
building which provides space for the
Society's collection. In Saskatchewan, the
MHSSA helped to form a new museum
society also, and hired a summer time stu
dent to inventory artifacts. which are to go
into new premises in the old Rosthern high
school building recently acquired for
museum purposes. MMHS and MHSSA
both set up fall Mennonite study seminars
this year (see separate reports on this page).
The Mennonite Historical Society of Ontario
has devoted energies to field trips and tours,
and also co-sponsored a Pennsylvania Ger
man Folk Culture seminar held at Conrad
Grebel College in April.

In regular business, MHSC represen
tatives checked last details in getting Volume
II of Mennonites in Canada to press, plans
for completing Vols. III and IV were also
discussed, and the preparation of these
volumes was accepted in principal as a pro
ject for the next several years. Motions were
passed encouraging the production of a film
on Russian Mennonites by Dueck Film
Productions Ltd. of Winnipeg, and the for
mulation of plans (with MHSO leadership)
for commemorating the 200th anniversary of
the first migration of Mennonites to Canada
in 1786.

The executive will also enter into discus
sion with groups and persons wishing to es
tablish a Canadian Mennonite academic
journal, and consider a recommendation to
publish a congregation-related historical
geography and directory for Mennonite
churches in Canada.

A brief report on the Anna Baerg diary
translation project called it "almost com
plete". The Mennonite Historical Society of
Ontario was urged to submit a proposal on a
Jacob Y. Shantz biography, and G.I. Peters
shared information on a book (brief
biographies) about Conference of Men
nonites in Canada ministers, which is ex
pected to go to press shortly. The Society
gave recognition as well to a documentation
project sponsored by MCC (Canada), and
directed by Bert Friesen, in which peace and
social concern resolutions of various Cana
dian Mennonite Conferences are being
assembled for further analysis and study.

The executive for 1982 includes: Ted
Friesen. chairman, Ted Regehr, vice
chairman, Herb Giesbrecht, secretary, Lorna
Bergey. treasurer, and G.!. Peters, member
at large. Adapted/rom minutes submiued by

Ted E. Friesen



Resources
Dutch Mennonite
Archives

Occasionally people inquire about making
contact with the large Mennonite archival
collections found in The Netherlands today.
From Professor Irwin Host, in Amsterdam
we have received information which may
help in this regard.

He informs us that the concerted effort to
investigate the history and thought of Men
nonite backgrounds began in the middle of
the nineteenth century. From this came the
establishment of a historical library, De
Doopsgezinde Bibliotheek, which is present
ly a part of the library of the University of
Amsterdam, Singel 425, Amsterdam, The
Netherlands. Its curator is Dr. S.L. Verheus.
The Mennonite archives are a part of the
Amersterdam city archives located at
Amsteldijk 67, Amsterdam.

The Algemene Doopsgezinde Societeit
(General Conference Organization) houses
its records at the Singelkerk, Singel 454,
Amsterdam. Any inquiries about the above
AGS materials should be addressed to the
Curator, Dr. S. L. Verheus, who looks after
manuscripts, or the Curator of the Amster
dam Gemeentearchief, Amsteldijk, 67, where
the records (archivalia) are kept.

A histori'cal society known as the
Doopsgezinde Historische Kring, established
in 1974, publishes a journal known as
Nieuwe reeks (new series) of the
Doopgezinde Bijdragen, which ran earlier
from 1861-1919. A yearbook titled
Doopsgezind Jaarboekje was begun in 1902,
and with current information about
organizations, also publishes articles of
historical, theological and cultural interest.
The address of the Society office is Singel
454, Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
- Adapted from notes by Dr. Irvin Horst,
University of The Netherlands, Amsterdam

How Slides Destruct
By Jan Gleysteen

Recently lecturers and hobbyists,
archivists have begun to report a horrible
discovery. Between a year and two years ago
they began to store slides and transparencies
in those flexible translucent pages advertised
to "protect slides from dust and dirt, but still
allow a quick review of the material." Under
certain circumstances the vinyl pockets, be
ing flexible, have touched the film surface,
making a black, rather wet looking spot
which causes a little difficulty in removing
the slide. If a slide is left in any longer the
slide and the plastic pocket are soon fused
permanently, and a wet stain begins to seep
across the image area. In other cases, slides
only recently processed by reputable labs
have already begun to fade and discolor.

The archives collection of John P. Dyck
drew special attention at the Archives Week
program on Nov. 13. Centre left, historian
archivist Lawrence Klippenstein, and right
Dr. George Epp, history~archives committee
member.

Causing the two problems are hydrochloric
acid and polyvinyl chloride, both com~

ponents of vinyl plastics.
In the late 1970's, the United States

National Archives and Record Service
(NARS) a federal agency responsible for the
preservation of important material on the
national level, began having problems like
the one reported above. Understandably
concerned, NARS, in cooperation with East~

man Kodak, spent a full year in research
which uncovered the unpleasant news. A
technical bulletin was issued by Kodak to all
dealers and trade organizations condemning
the vinyl pages by name.

The bulletin states, in part: Vinyl plastic
pages, in order to retain their flexibility, use a
very dilute hydrochloric acid in their
manufacture. This acid remains in the plastic
afterward, a potential time bomb for your
slides. When a slide is placed in the pocket
the plastic flexes to hold the slide. Now the
problem starts: plasticizers used in 35 mm
film are compatible with vinyl plastic. At
first they just touch, a "wet look" occurs as
if there were moisture in the pocket. The
slide is balky at being removed. In time, if
left undisturbed, the fusion becomes perma
nent. Once the hydro-chloric acid begins to
seep across the slide surface the damage is
irreversible.

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC for short) attacks
in a different manner, but the end result is
also a slide lost forever. After manufacture,
vinyl chloride in plastics begin to escape as
fumes. Those fumes attack the slide emul
sion, causing both fading and discoloration.
In nine to twenty-four months the emulsion
is gone; the effect is permanent.

There are users of plastic pages who
haven't yet experienced the problem with the
pages because of different factors of
temperature, humidity, and the absence or
presence of other chemicals at the place of
storage. NARS warns, it is just a matter of
time.
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Only two brands of plastic pages,
Franklin and Kimac, both made of
polyproylene, a stable compound, are ex
empt from the warning. Ideally slides,
whether kept in such pages or in boxes,
should be stored at 55 degrees Fahrenheit
and 55 percent humidity.

Note: Jan Gleysteen is a graphic artist
and editor at The Mennonite Publishing
House in Scottdale, Pa, USA.

Evangelicals In Russia
Source materials

The Historical Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention spends con
siderable time, money and effort in
microfilming rare documents and historical
works on Baptist life and thought. One sec
tion of a published listing of these materials
deals with evangelical Christians in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. A number
of the items in this listing deal with Men~

nonites of that region.
If you are interested, ask for Microfilm

Catalog of Historical Materials on Baptists
and other Evangelicals in Soviet Russia and
Other Eastern Countries. (1981) The catalog
is now available from Historical Commis
sion, SBC, 127 Ninth Ave., North,
Nashville, Tennessee, 37234.

A number of the Baptist and Mennonite
items are available in duplicate at the Men~

nonite Heritage Centre.

(cont.from p. 8, col. 3.)
Dyck also describes quite candidly the at~

titudes and the behaviour of the Mennonites
caught up in the maelstrom of this decade,
and not nearly everything he observes speaks
favourably of them.

In the entry of October 9, 1916 there
appears to be a factual error. The writer
mentions a book purportedly written by
General Rennenkampf about the Germans in
Russia in general and the Mennonites in par
ticular, in which they are described rather
negatively. The title of this book was Soloto
Reina (The Gold of the Rhine). I had a copy
of this book in my possession in Russia but
unfortunately did not bring it with me to
Canada. The author was Jewish, a man by
the name of A. M. Rennikov, and not to be
confused with that of the well~known

general.
I can recommend this diary wholehearted

ly, especially to someone who is interested in
history. The entries contain factual materials
and enable the reader to obtain a realistic
picture of the times and events of this fateful
decade.

Dyck has also published another book en
titled Klaas Dueck and Descendants 1743
198 I. It is a well-illustrated paperback of
122 pages and is available for $ I2.00 from
the same address as Troubles and Triumphs:
John P. Dyck, Springstein, Manitoba, ROG
2NO.
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Book Reviews

Loewen, Abram J. Immer weiter nach
Osten. Suedrussland - China - Kanada. Ein
siebzehnjaehriger mennonitischer Leidens
weg. Winnipeg, Manitoba. CMBC Publica
tions, 1981. 120 pp., iIIus., pb., $6.50 (Can.)
Reviewed by Harry Loewen, U. of W.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

There has been in the last few years a
veritable flood of publications, in both
English and German, telling the story of
Mennonites who managed to escape from
the Soviet Union. This book adds another,
not as well-known, chapter to the story. It
deals with a group of Mennonite refugees
who after their abortive attempt in 1929 to
leave Moscow for the West, succeeded in
crossing into western China and thence, after
some seventeen years of hardships and suf
fering, emigrate to Canada. The story,
written as an "Erlebnisbericht," has Lily
Goossen and her fate as its main theme, tak
ing the heroine from her love and joys as a
young bride to the loss of her husband and
subsequent difficulties.

It comes almost as a surprise to learn at
the end of the book that Lily Goossen is now
the wife of the author. In the Foreword the
author states that Lily Goossen had com
missioned him to write about her escape
from Russia and later experiences in China.
It would have surely been quite appropriate
to have named her as the co-author of the
book.

While the book provides valuable informa
tion, it sutTers, like other such Mennonite
writing, from a desire on the part of the
author to edify his readers. For example, no
matter how intense the sutTering and insur
mountable the difficulties, the characters in
the book always trust God who not only
comes to their aid but also performs
"miracles" to save them.

In the last two chapters the reader is bam
ed by the inclusion of material which seems
to have little to do with the story. We are
told, for example, that the Chinese cities of
Kaifong and Nanking have great universities
and Shanghai is described in great detail as
the largest city of China without any
reference to Lily's story, except that she
passed through these cities.

The German of Immer weiter nach Osten,
having benefited from the careful editing of
Gerhard Ens, editor of Der Bote (which is
not acknowledged in the book), is fluent,
clear and crisp. The book contains many
photographs and several maps tracing the
routes of the refugees. The dramatic descrip
tion of the near-misses in the characters' life
and-death encounters make for interesting
reading.

Paar, Joan, ed. Manitoba Stories, Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Queenston House Publishing,
1981. 167 pp. $2.95 (Can.) Reviewed by'
Margaret Loewen Reimer, Waterloo,
Ontario.

The rich sampling of short stories within
this tiny paperback is marred only by the
poor quality of the book itself which stands
in danger of falling apart after the first
reading.

This is an entertaining collection by four
teen writers, most with previously published
works. The stories range from amusing tales
(one rather bizarre) about growing up and
facing the pressures of adult life, to poignant
portraits of the immigrant people which pop
ulate this province of many contrasts.

What a pleasant surprise to find three
stories with a Mennonite focus! Of foremost
significance is Armin Wiebe's touching story
about a young farm boy in southern
Manitoba. Sandra Birdsell's young heroine is
torn between the innocent, private world of
her gentle amah, and the chaotic, destruc
tive impulses of a city-bred youth.

Molly Stewart's Hutterite setting is less
successful; she is forced to draw that world
too narrowly in order to make a young girl's
rejection of it plausible.

Baergen, Rudy. The Mennonite Story and
The Mennonite Story: Leader's Guide. New
ton, Kansas. Faith and Life Press, 1981.
71 pp. and 62 pp. resp., pb., iIIus., $3.95
(U.S.) and $4.95 (U.S.) resp. Reviewed by
Doug Koop, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

The Mennonite Story is a series of thirteen
lessons providing an outline and basic
materials for a study of Anabaptist and
Mennonite heritage. Written primarily for
Mennonite young people, the book invites
students to look outside of their own faith
and recognize their distinction from the
mainline Protestant and Roman Catholic
denominations. These ditTerences are then
traced through the European, Russian, and
North American experiences of the Men
nonites.

The well illustrated student book
emphasizes the human experience in each
specific age by introducing us to significant
and typical people of the day. Much of the
text is excerpted from a variety of Mennonite
works; studies, history books and novels as
well as from certain traditional sources such
as Martyrs' Mirror. The questions at the end
of each section require the reader to apply
the lessons of history to the present day. A
teaching packet is available as well.

The leader's guide provides teachers with
a more detailed historical background and
an outline to lead the way through the lesson.
It also indicates further resources for a more
involved study and gives suggestions for
alternative or additional activities. The
lessons are organized in outline form with
the purpose and objectives clearly stated.

The Mennonite Story follows the develop
ment of the Anabaptist community from its
spiritual beginnings in the early Christian
church. It is an appreciative and unglorified
portrayal of the Mennonite experience, deal
ing with divisions as well as persecution. The
reasons for the major splits are given and a
special chapter deals with the Amish,
Hutteritcs and Old Colonists. The book
makes the reader aware of problems within
the Mennonite church but concludes with the
hope that where a commitment is made to
take up the cross as disciples of Jesus, the
Anabaptist vision lives.

A major strength of this course is its adap
tability. The text is suitable for a junior high
introduction to Mennonite history but by us
ing the resources and suggestions given in
the leader's guide, it is also -an excellent star
ting point for an adult study.

John P. Dyck, ed. Troubles and Triumphs
1914-1924. Excerpts from the diary of Peter
J. Dyck, Ladekopp, Molotschna Colony
Uk raine. Springstein, Manitoba, 1981.
264 pp., maps, iJlus., $12.00 hdcv., $8.00
pb. Reviewed by Gerhard Lohrenz,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Translation to English was done by Jessie
Giesbrecht, Elise Epp, Helga Wilson, and
Marianne Mann, with typing of manuscript
by lrmgard Harder.

Peter J. Dyck, a longtime teacher among
the Mennonites in the Molotschna Colony,
purchased a home in the village of Ladekopp
and settled in this village. As a public person
he frequently was in the very midst of the
events of his time. As many others he kept a
diary, but unlike most he was one of the few
who brought this record with him when he
.immigrated to Canada. The Peter J. Dyck
diary is now a rich mine of primary historical
material for someone who is interested in
history.

Peter J. Dyck's son, the well known John
P. Dyck of Springstein, Manitoba, has ex
cerpted, and edited a portion of this diary
to make its contents available to later
generations in this country.

The first entry into this diary excerpt is
dated September 14, 1914 and the last one
September 29, 1924. Thus the entries cover
one of the most momentous decades of both
Russian and Mennonite history. We read
about the mobilization of Mennonites young
men for service during the Great War, about
the pressures against German speaking peo
ple in Russia and about the casualties among
Mennonite men in alternative service. Then
we read about the Revolution, anarchy and
the Mennonite Self Defence; the Civil War,
armies sweep across the Mennonite
Settlements. We are informed about the
dreaded typhus epidemic and its many vic
tims. about atrocities, famine and finally
emigration. All of these accounts breathe a
freshness and an immediacy which can only
come from the skilled pen of an eye witness.

(cont. on p. 7, col. 3)


