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The Oregon Trail of Manitoba Mennonites

by Jobn Dyck

Some twenty-five Russian Mennonite famj-
lies emigrated from Manitoba 1o Oregon in
1889-90, less than fifteen years after amriving in
North America.The settlement which they
established suruggled through pioneer stages
tobecome a strong, stable farming community.
Why leave Manitoba?

When the Mennonites arrived in Manitoba
in the mid-seventies, the govemment allo-
cated twenty-five townships for their exclu-
sive settlement. The continuing influx of
settlers, to a total of some 7,000. and the land
requirements of the growing families soon
raised concerm over a shortage of good land.

Althcugh homestead sites were still avail-
able on the West Reserve in 1888, a strong
feeling developed that the best lands had
been ctaimed. Gretna businessman Peter
Abrams reported such a demand for home-
steads that anyone prepared 1o sell could
expect as much as $1,000 to $2,000 fora farm
(presumably a quarter section) with build-
ings.! Some of the free lands still available
around Rosenfeld were subject to heavy
spring floods and suffered from poor drainage.

Land shortage was not the only reason for

the move to Cregon. Several families gave the
harsh Manitoba winters as the primary reason
for leaving. “We moved here for the mild
climate,” wrote Jacob Kliewer.? Wilhelm Vogt
and FElias Bergen expressed the same senti-
ment, and Vogt published daily temperature
readings in the Rundschaw to underscore this
point.? Later reports indicate that still other
emigrants were looking for quick fortunes in
the newly developing Oregon frontier

That the cold Manitoba climate was a
serious matter for some was evident already
in 1875 when Erdman Penner, in the middle
of his first Canadian winter, wrote to Christian
Krehbiel for advice on moving to the US.AS
Penner had been warned about the cotd cli-
mate by his uncle, Cornelius Buhr, who came
1¢ Canada with the delegates in 1873. Now
wishing he had heeded that waming, Penner
expressed strong determination to go south
but only to a community where he could be
part of a ““webrlose Gemeinde.” (nonresistant
church)
Why to Oregon?

Early in 1888 a letter 10 the Rundschau
extolled the mild climate and fertile soil in

Oregon.$ The writer, John Gerber, had moved
from Ohjo to Kansas and then in 1886 to
Oregon. There he joined other Mennonites
from South Dakota and Kansas who had first
moved 10 Polk County in 1882 and had organ-
ized a congregation under the leadership of
JR. Schrag. Gerbers lener evoked consider-
able interest among Manijtoba Mennonites
and by spring "Oregon fever” was reported in
some communities.”

When Gerber, responding 10 many per-
scnal inquiries, quoted current land prices
($10-20 per acre for bush fand; $25-35 for
mountain land; and $40-75 for premium land
in the Willamette Valley) the fever abated
somewhat ® Nevertheless, two delegates were
commissioned to inspect farming oppostuni-
ties there.

Detegations to Oregon

“Oregon fever still rules there,” wrote
Jacob Wiens of Hoffnungsfeld after a visit to
Edenburg near Greinz’® He reported that
David Peters, owner of Peters Milling Co. in
Gretna, had left for Oregon in spring as
elected delegate to explore settlement oppor-
tunities in the southwest, Only one early
report on this delegation was published.

Meanwhile, more seulers from other U.S.
communities arrived in Oregon and reported
favorably on the land and climarte ! [n Manito-
ba a second delegation was chosen, headed
by another Gretna businessman, Klaas Peters.!?
This group, which included Jacob Wiens of
Edenburg and Cornelius Eidse of Rosenhoff
travelling at their own expense, left by train in
spring of 1889 10 explore settlement oportun-
ities in western Canada as well as in Oregon. ¥
The warm welcome extended to this delega-
tion by Altester Schrag when they armived
there on Pentecost, and thelr participation In
several worship services, added to their favor-
able impressions of Oregon.

Upon their retum a month later, Klaas
Peters repornted at tength in the Rundschasn. 14
His account reports in detail on their visit to
Lethbridge and Medicine Hat, where good
homestead lands were still avaitable, as well
as on thelr later stops in the U.S.A. He con-
cluded with this glowing tribute to the region:

All the dear brothers with whom we talked
were very happy to be in a region where
everything pleased them so well. And not
only them but it pleased us there as well,
for the fruitfulness of the land is outstand-
ing. Much of the wheat stood the height of
a man and waved its heavy heads back and
forth. Camtie grazing in the deep grass
locked better than any I have seen else-
where. The trees were so full of fruit that
(cont’d on page 2)
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{cont'd from page I)
the branches hung down heavily. ... All this
beauty and the grandeur of the vegetation
can be auributed not only to the fruitful
soil of the Willamene Valley but also to the
beautifully mild climate.’®

In spite of this enthusiasm, Peters’ final
recommendation cautioned those without
the means to purchase established farms
against venturing (oo far west. He pointed ouwt
that good land was also avatlable in Assinl-
hoda (now Suskatchewan and Albena) where
the Canaedlan government was still offering
free homesteads.

The Emigration Beginy

The Peter Redekopp family of Edenburg
was the first from Manitoba to setile in
Oregon, probably in carly 1889.'¢ The Wil
helm Vogts left Gretna in August by rail, bound
for Dallas, Oregon. There he joined his friend,
Henry Grup of Marion, lowa, 10 purchase a
homestead.”” Next month the family followed,
having sold some of their possession by pub-
tic auction. In October they were joined by
the Franz Kliewers of Neuanlage, the Jacob
Wiens of Edenburg, and the Comelius Hie-
berts and Gerhard Brauns of Gretna. Kliewer,
former secretary-treasurer of the Municipality
of Douglas and member of the Gretna school
organizing committee, was able 1o sell his
two quarter sections of landat $12 and $ I8 per
acre.'®

In November the Jacob Penners of Schan-
zenfeld and the Elias Bergens of Hoffnungs-
feld left Manitoba. The Jacob Dycks and fsaak
Penners of Schanzenfeld indicated their inten-
tion to go to Oregoen in the fall, Penners sell-
ing their farm in anticipation of the move.
They were joined by widower David Unger of
Hochstadr, East Reserve.? By the end of the
month Wilhelm Vogt reported that there were
now 26 German families, mostly Mennonite,
around Dallas.®

The fellowing made the move in 1890: the
Johann Quiring family of Edenburg,? together
with Johann's father, widower Heinrich Quir-
ing, and his son Heinrich and wife Helena;
the Peter Vogt (son of Wilhelm Vogt} and
Peter Hieben families;2 Heinrich Esau of
Hochstadt;? the Jacob Loewen family of Sil-
berfeld;* the David Peters family of Gretna
(head of the 1888 delegation);* David Rede-
kopp of Schanzenfeld;?® and David Unger, jr.
of Hochstadr.?

David Peters had served as chairman of the
new schootl association in Gretna.®® His move,
and that of several other active members of
the association, meant that the new commun-
ity in Oregon would give early attention 1o
education. Already there were 21 children of
school age among the Manitoba settlers. In
October classes began in a new school of the
Franz Kliewer farm.?

Return to Canada

During the next half dozen years the major-
ity of the emigrants 1o Oregon returned 1o
Canada, some to their former homes in
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The Johann Quiring Family.
Manitoba and others to new settlements in
Saskatchewan and Alberta.

The first came in summer of 1890: Jacob
Wiens, buying back his former farm in Eden-
burg, and [saac Penner, formerly of Schanzen-
feld.® Jacob Loewen hoped to be back by
Christmas.?!

Their return sparked a controversy about
the entire emligration. “They simply were not
pleased with the conditions there and they
are most grateful 10 be back again where they
can grow No. 1 hacd wheat,” wrote Julius
Siemens in Manitoba.?? From Oregon Jacob
Kliewer responded: “Most moved here with
the thought of doing litle work and still
becoming rich quickly; because it doesn’t
work that way ... they moved back. ... We
moved here for the mild climate, which we
have also had.”* And Elas Bergen added that
some had been disturbed by their unaccus-
tomed neighbours who were mostly English
speaking

Al least two, Jacob Penner®® and Elizabeth

(Goerz),the widow of Abram Vogt, retumed

o Manitoba to remarry when their first spouse
died. Some families did not retumn to Manito-
ba but went directly to new settlements such
as Duck lake and Carrot River in Saskatche-
wan. Perhaps they found the closed Menno-
nite communities in Manitoba too confining
after living in a mixed settlement in Oregon.

{To be concluded)

Jobn Dyck is a businessman and freelance
researcher in Winnipeg,
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Canada’s First Mennonite Brethren Church
at Winkler, Manitoba (Continved from June 1988 issne)

by Arnie Neufeld

But in spite of encouraging signs, the work
was not without opposition and difficulties.
In the summer of 1887 Voth was againable to
baptize new believers. One couple was very
disturbed 1o see their married children re-
baptized, and that by immersion. They insisted
that their grandchildren be taken from the
parents and placed into their home for a
period of rime.

On another occasion Voth was conducting
a service in the home of the Abram Kroekers
in Hoffnungsfeld. Suddenly three men en-
tered, intending to seize Voth and take him
back to the American border. However, when
the service came to an end, one of the three
was converted and the other two left for home
Quiethy.™

Voth's ministry in Manitoba was drawing to
a close by late 1887, He returned to serve his
“congregation” again in December. Word
had been received that Gerhard Wiebe, an
ordained Mennonite Brethren minister from
Russia, was scon to arrive. Wicbe, whose
mother lived in Manitoba, would be able to
give much needed instruction, leadership
and nuriure to the fledgling congregation.
although Vorh would continue to make occa-
sional visits 10 Manitoba, and though his
influence would be felt for years 10 come, he
coutd now look back to several years of inten-
sive missionary service, knowing that his
efforts and labors had not been in vain.

The congregation was formally organized
as Canada’s first Mennonite Brethren Church
and conducted its first official membership
meeting (Bruderberatung) on January 12,
1888. A recording secretary was appointed, a
mission fund was established and matters of
ethical concem (like the practice of smoking)
were discussed. The group also laid plans o
construct a church building in the Burealde
district, and together pledged a total sum of
275 dollars.

A dynamic spirit of mission and owtreach
would continue to characterize the young
church. Representatives of the church would
travel to the East Reserve, Nonth Dakota, and
Saskarchewan with the aim of sharing the
gospel with those who needed to hear,
Daughter congregations were established at
Grossweide, north of Plum Coulee, and at
Kronsgart, about 10 miles notth-east of Wink-
ler. By 1895 the total Mennonite Brethren
membership had reached 84; by 1924 it had
grown to 324.

There were other significant developments.
Tn 1897 the church building was relocated 10
Winkler and, later in the same vear, a new
structure was built. Also in 1897 the Winkler
congregation hosted the first Nosth American
Mennonite Brethren convention held in Can-
ada. At this conference delegates commis-
sioned the first foreign missionary couple, the
N.N. Hieberts, to serve under the new auto-
nomous Mennonite Brethren mission board.

in 1895 the responsibilities of leadership

were entrusted 1o David Dyck, one of the
original Mennonite Brethren missionaries to
visit Manitoba in 1884. When Dyck moved to
Saskatchewan in 1906, former schoo! teacher
Johann Warkentin was chosen as the new
leader. He served the congregation until
1931. Warkentin was an enthusiastic promo-
ter of evangelism and was largely responsible
for the creation of a new fellowship group in
the City of Winnipeg in 1908.

Various programs and agencies were also
organized in the church during its early years.
A Sunday School was in operation by 1889, a
choir was formed in 1904, and the frgendver-
ein started in 18%94. The Winkier Bible School
was founded in Winkler by AH. Unruh in
1925 and also made a very significant contri-
bution to the life of the church and the larger
COmMunity.

Until 1929 Winkler had the largest Menno-
nite Brethren congregation in Canada. A host
of pastors, missionaries and other church
workers would leave the community 10 serve
the Lord in a variety of ministries and assign-
ments around the world,

Many have continued 10 live in the com-
munity and are still able to serve the Master in
the community, in their homes and places of
employment. A spacious new sanctuary and
Christian Education complex was completed
in 1988 in time for the Canadian Convention
and special centennial celebrations for this
year.

From a small group of dedicated followers
of Jesus, living in a world of change, tensions
and opportunities, the church has continued
tO grow in maturity, numbers and influence.
Like the New Testament church, the Winkler
Mennonite Brethren congregation has liter-
ally seen its testimony and witness extended
to the ends of the earth.
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Donor Acknowledgement

We are pleased to acknowledge those who
have generously given to support the Menno-
nite Heritage Centre Archives programs. Their
support and patronage make the continued
growth of our resources possible. The list
below includes all those who made a donation
berween March 15 and August 31, 1988. Our
donations, as of August 31, 1otal /2,945.19.
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Heinz Dyck, Calgary
John H. Dyck, Calgary
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Arthur Schwartz, Caroline
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Peter Funk, Lucky Lake
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Henry A. Wiens, Saskatoon

Manitoba
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Clara Dyck, Winnipeg
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David T. Penner, Kieefeld
Loma Penner, Winnipeg
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John Schellenberg, Winnipeg
Levi Schellenberg, Kleefeld
Henry Thiessen, Winnipeg
Ernest Wicbe, Winnipeg

Ontario
Constantin Berg, 5t. Catharines
John J. Enns, Leamington
Nicholas Hamm, Leamington
Vern Heinrichs, Toronto
Henry C. Janzen, Ottawa
Katia Mucks, Toronto
Henry C. Pauls, Toronto
Olga Rempel, Virg
G. E. Rosenfeld, Bruce Mines
David Wiens, Ottawa

Nova Scotia
Glenn Penner, Halifax

United States
Elmer Dyck, Stapleton, Georgia
Paul H. Heese, Fessenden, N. Dakota
Erwin Hiebert, Belmont, Massachusetts
Emest Hiebett, Gainesville, Florida
Linda Gehman Peachey, Lancaster,
Pennsylvania
Margaret Tiessen, Redford, Michigan

MHCA
Conservation News

Late in Macch of this vear the Manitoba
Heritage Conservation Service’s “Preservation
Action Project” reached the Heritage Centre,
The Service was represented by Karen Myr-
holm and Jane Dalley.

During the course of the three-day visit,
several docurmnents were encapsulated, a stor-
age area was created for oversize photo-
graphs, the storage of vellum and parchment
was discussed, and a conservation policy, tai-
lored to the needs of the Heritage Centre, was
discussed.

The largest project was the cleaning, humidi-
fying and repairing of a large map of an estate
near Ekaterinoslay {prior to the Revolution)
from the Kathe Hooge collection.

The time and materials were all provided
courtesy of the MHCS. The Heritage Centre
would like 10 express its deep appreciation
for the assistance of the Conservation Service.

Heinz Fast and Gwen Enns, students at
CMEBC, completed a ten-week Carear-
startgrant program at MHC archlves this
summer. Thay served as archival assist-
ants in various aspects of work in the
Centre.
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REFLECTIONS ON COLLECTIONS
The Sudermann Family Collection
by fim Suderman

The Sudermann cotlection has the artwork
of Jacob Sudermann as Its centrepiece. Born
in 1888, near Nikopol, Ukraine, Sudermann
attended the Chortltza Zentralschule and later
studied mathematics and physics in St. Peters-
burg (present-day Leningrad). From 1923 to
1933 he taught at the Chortitza Paedtechni-
kum (teachers’ college). He was arrested in
1933 and, except for a few months, spent the
rest of his life in prison or exiled. Moscow
authorites indicated that he died in 1940.

Jacob Sudermann’s tnterest in architecture
resulted in several detailed deawings of inter-
est to historians and art-lovers alike. One
booklet contains flocr plans and exterior
views, drawn to scale, of the oldest house in
Rosenthal, built in 1796. Included are details
of door and joint construction and base- and
ceiling-trim boards. The value of such a work
to those studying the early domestic life ofthe
Russian Mennonite colonies Is considerable.

A second booklet includes a portfolio on a
country house, ¢reated by Sudermann in
1920. Pictures include detailed pencil sketches
and colored interior views, colored exterior
view, interior floor plans drawn to scale, and
cui-away views.

Three original paintings are also included
in the collection and show Sudermann’s natur-
al talent along with indications that he stu-
died artistic technique. His favored medium
appears to have been some sort of water color
on paper stock.

The remainder of the collection is domi-
nated by Anna Sudermann’s memoirs, a 408-
page document, type-written in German. Anna,
1893-1970, was Jacob's sister, and lived, most
recently, in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Her memoir
is a detailed and personal document, of great
value to those studying the history of the
Mennonites in Ukraine in the first half of this
century.

There are three collections of photographs
related to the collection. The first group (col-
lection #334) has a rare interior view of the
Chortitza Church in 1930, as well as photos of
baptismal groups in Prussian Stargard, 1944.
The other two cotlections (#328 and 336)
contain photos of original works by Jacob
Sudermann, which had been loaned to the
Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery.

MHC Gallery Notes

A new exhibition of paintings by Peter von
Kampen of Winnipeg was mounted on Sep-
tember 17. It will continue int¢ November.

Persons interested in exhibiting materials
for shomer or longer periods are invited to
phone the Centre at (204} 888-6781.

Gallery hours are 9 a.m. 10 9 p.m. Monday
through Saturday, and 1-6 p.m. Sunday.




Page 5

Film Series
Heavily Booked

The film series entitled The Mennonite
Brethren Church a Missionary Movement has
seen considerable use this summer and the
Canadian copies are solidly booked for the
months of Septerber, Octoberand November.
Congregations from actoss Canada are utiliz-
ing the fitm for their fall missions conferences
and festivals.

Bookings for the new year are presently
being accepted by the Centre for MB Studies
in Winnipeg. Already the months of January
and February are almost filled.

With some four sets of the film series for
rental by congregations and schools, the Cen-
tre for MB Studies underestimated the exten-
sive demand for these films. The Historical
Commission of the Mennonite Brethren Chur-
ches of North America plans 1o have VHS
copies of the films available for sale early in
the new year. It is hoped that congregations
will purchase video cassettes of the fitms and
use them in baptismal classes as well as in
Sunday School classes.

[f your congregation would like o rent
these films for showings in the new year
please contact the Centre to arrange rental
dates. Cost of rental is $25.00/film.

First Volume of Rundschau
Index Completed

The first volume of the index to the Men-
nonitische Rundschau has been completed.
The index does not begin with the year of
1880, when the paper actually began, but
rather in 1920, the beginning of the decade
which saw the large migration of Mennonites
from the Soviet Union. The completed volume
contains entries for the years 1920 -1929. The
volume will be going 10 press shortly and it is
hoped that ik will be available before the end
of the calendar year.

Mennonite Piano Concerto

The Centre for MB Studies still has some
copies left of the music for 2 pianos 4 hands of
the Mennonite Pianc Concerto. Copies of the
music are avajlable for $18.00/copy plus $2.00
postage. The music can be played by anyone
who has attained at least a grade eight level in
piano.

The Concerto is still a popular piece of
rmusic. Dueck Films of Winnipeg, producers
of the original recording, recently indicated
that to date they have sold some 15,000
copies of the recording.

Request for Old
Photographs

The Centre for MB Studies has, over the
years, received many photographs depiciing
the life and activities of Mennonites in Can-
ada, South America and the Soviet Union. An
index to some 6,000 or more of these photo-
graphs was completed several years ago.

However, over the years more and more
collections of photographs have been located
which contain photographs of interest to his-
torians, genealogists and individuals inter-
ested in the history of Mennonites in Canada
and Russia. But in many cases the families
who hold these collections are not willing to
give them to the archives for preservation.
The photographs, understandably, have per-
sonal, sentimental value.

In order to develop a better method of
preserving and obtaining photographs of his-
toric value the Centre for MB Studies is
beginning a program whereby such photo-
graphs will be copied and the negatives
stored in the Centre for safe-keeping. Copies
of the photographs can then be made from
the negatives either for family members or, if
the family gives permission, for other inter-
ested individuals.

Toaid in this program a grant was recelved
by the Centre for MB Studies from the Provin.
cial Government, under the Archives Capital
Facilities Grants Programme, to enable the
Centre to purchase the proper camera equip-
ment for copying archival photographs. The
Centre wishes to express its appreciation to
the Minister of Cultuce, Heritage and Recrea-
tion, the Honourable Bonnie Mitchelsan, for
providing this grant.

The equipment will not be installed and
operating until the middle of October. How-
ever, individuals with photographic collec-
tions who would wish to have them pre-
served may contact the Centre at any time to
make arrangements as to when their photo-
graphs can be copied.

Evening Hours for Archives

Commencing September 13, 1988 the Cen-
ue for Mennonite Brethren Studies will be
open every Tuesday evening from 6:00 PM 1o
9:30 PM. The general public is invited to make
use of these evening hours. The Tuesday
evening schedule will be maintained until
the end of April 1989.

REMEMBER
PRAISE
RENEW

Mennonite Brethren

HERALD ..

The Mennonite Brethren Church in Canada:
A Cenlury of grace

Centennial Issue of
MB Herald Available

The May 27, 1988 issue of the Mennonite
Brethren Herald was devoted entirely to the
Mennonite Brethren congregations compris-
ing the Canadian Conference of MB Churches.
Depasting from its usual format this issue con-
tained a brief historical overview of each pro-
vincial conference as well as a photograph
and an historical sketch of each Mennonite
Brethren Congregation in Canada.

The issue in many ways is a pictorial intro-
duction 190 and history of the Mennonite
Brethren Church of Canada. Sensing its long-
term use the Centennial Commirtee requested
that several hundred extra copies of this issue
be printed. They are available from the Centre
for MB Studies for $2.50 each — this includes
postage. Please send your request for extra
copies 10 the Cenire.

News Notes

The April, 1988 issue of the Bulletin of the
M B Historical Society of the West Coast fea-
tures an article tided, “Hidden Treasure in
Colorado: The Family Records of the Joes MB
Church.” The first leaders of this congrega-
tion were Heinrich Bergthold and David
Dyck. who later pioneered in the formation of
the MB church in Manitoba.

The Mennonite and Mennonite Brethren
Churches in Ontario’s Niagara Peninsula have
organized a thanksgiving festival for those
who came to Canada during the 1920s and
later. The event will be held Sept. 24-25 at
Eden Christian College, Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Speakers will be Peter Dyck of Akron, pa. and
John Redekop of Waterloo, Ont,
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GENEALOGY AND FAMILY HISTORY
by Alf Redekopp

Family Newsletters

In the March issue of the Mennonite His-
torian the Klippenstein family newsletter,
entitled Klippings, was briefly reviewed. Sev-
eral other publications of this nature recently
appeared.

In January 1988, the first issue of The
Harder Family Review was published. This
eight-page newsletter, scheduled to appear
four times a year over the next six years, is a
unique way of publishing a family history.
Each chapter in the story is represented by
another issue, an entire family history in 24
installments. The themes of the first wo
issues were: The Migration from Netherlands
to Poland and the Migration from West Prussia
to South Russia. The common ancestor of
those to whom this newsletter is addressed, is
Johann Harder (1765-1826), who left Kaldau,
West Prussia in 1803 and settled in Blumstein,
Molotschna in South Russia in 1804. Some of
his descendants include such people as,
Johann Harder (1811-1875), the Elder of the
large Orloff-Halbstadt Mennonite Church,
Bernhard Harder (1832-1884), a poet, teacher
and evangelist, and Abraham A. Harder (1866-
1941), founder of the Grossweide Orphan-
age. Present descendants in America include
those who trace their ancestry back to the
1874 immigrant, Johann Harder (1836-1930),
as well as others who descend from immi-
grants of the 1920s and later, who settled in
Ontario and British Columbia. One of the
scheduled issues will feature the “lLatest exo-
dus from Russia, 1979: The Story of Franz
Harder (1929- )”. Copies of The Harder
Family Review can be obtained from editor
Leland Harder, Box 363, North Newton, KS
67117 USA.

A book, entitled Flashback, recently re-
ceived at the Centre for MB Studies, compiled
and edited by Herman A. Neufeld of Van
Nuys, California consists of Neufeld family
newsletters circulated between October 1959
and December 1976. What was life like in the
typical family in North America during the
1960s and 70s? Flashback records events in
the life of the children and grandchildren of
John Herman Neufeld (1903-1983) of Win-
nipeg, and may answer that question. The
many photographs and other graphics greatly
enhance this publication.

Queries

Alexanderheim: Information wanted about
the MB Church and GIESBRECHT and WIENSZ
families from this village in a district near
Pavlograd. Contact: Albert Ratzlaff, 15785 Hwy.
22, Dallas, Oregon 97338.

Enns: ABRAHAM GERHARD ENNSb. Feb. 8,
1834 in Entigenbrunn or Saribasch, d. Oct. 17,
1906 in Petrowka, Orenburg, m. ANNA DURK-
SEN b. Oct. 29, 1841 d. Dec. 13, 1901. Enns
was a blacksmith and moved to the Crimea at
some time. Anna’s parents were linen weav-
ers. With further information contact: Mar-
garet Neufeldt (nee Enns), 302)32025 Tims
Ave., Clearbrook, BC V2T 2H3.

Goerzen: SARA GOERZEN, daughter of
David Goerzen and granddaughter of Johann
Goerzen, married JACOB LOEWEN and came
to America. Any information about them
would be appreciated by Kathy Peters, RR. 2,
Didsbury, Alberta TOM 0WO.

Klippenstein: JOHANN KLIPPENSTEIN b.
May 1, 1845, possibly in Alexanderwohl d.
Dec. 15, 1913 in Petrovka, Siberia or Licht-
felde, m. HELENA WALL b. Dec. 28, 1855 in
Lichtfelde, S.Russia d. Dec. 17, 1932 in Tasch-
kent. Any information about these would be
appreciated by Margaret Neufeldt, 302)32025
Tims Ave., Clearbrook, BC V2T 2H3.

Penner: FRANZ PENNER, Rudnerweide, Mo-
lotschna may have settled in Western Canada
around the turn of the century. His brother
CORNELIUS C. PENNER lived in Dalmeny, SK
until 1910 and died near Dallas, OR in 1915.
Information about any PENNER families from
RUDNERWEIDE would be appreciated by
Albert Ratzlaff, 15785 Hwy. 22, Dallas, Oregon
97338.

Schwandt: The WILHELM SCHWANDT fam-
ily (wife Wilhelmine; Bertha b. 1870, Herman
b. 1874, William b. 1879, Gustav b. 1881, Paul
b. 1884), German Lutherans from Emilienthal
West Prussia lived at or near GRETNA ,Manito-
ba 1884-1888 before moving to Strasbourg,
Saskatchewan to homestead there. A baby
Ludwig was born at village Kronsthal Dec. 24,
1886; midwife Mrs. Enns, registered with
Franz Kliewer then municipal clerk. Any
information on this family’s stay in Manitoba
should be directed to John Schwandt, 11
Goldthorpe Crescent, Winnipeg, MB R2N
3C9.

Genealogy Workshop

The Manitoba Genealogical Society Inc. is
sponsoring a seminar in Brandon, Manitoba
on October 14-16, 1988 with keynote speak-
ers Ronald Bremer and Bruce Elliot. Sessions
include a mixture of Irish, English, American
and Eastern European research information.
For further information contact the Manitoba
Genealogical Society Inc., 167 Lombard Ave.,
Winnipeg, Canada. Phone 204-944-1153.

Russian Mennonite Bicentennial
Genealogy Workshop

When:

October 15, 1988, 8:30-3:30
Where:
Mennonite Heritage Centre,
600 shaftesbury Blvd.
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Speaker:

Alan Peters, Fresno, California
Theme:

“Sources for Studying Prussian
Mennonite Roots”

For furthur information contact Anne
Unruh, Conference of Mennonites in
Canada, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, R3P OM4, Canada.
Phone 204-888-6781

Recently Published Genealogies

Durksen, Peter )., ed., The Life Stories of
Durksen, Duerksen, Derksen and also
Doerksen. Guelph, ON: Private Publica-
tion, 1985. 147 pp.

Friesen, T.E., ed., Genealogy of Bernbard
Krabn (1847-1930) and Helena Peters
(1849-1919). Altona, MB: Private Publica-
tion, 1988. Loose-leaf, 100 pp.

Klassen, Harold P., ed. The History and
Genealogy of the Unrub Family, 1783 to
1987. Victoria, BC: Private Publication,
1988. Looseleaf, 190 pp.

Mierau, Thomas B., ed., The Johann Klippen-
stein and Helena Kroeker Family History
and Genealogy. Wichita, KS: Fairview
Books, 1986. Pb., 392 pp.

Neufeld, Hermann A., ed., Mary Neufeld and
the Reppbun Story, from the Molotschna
to Manitoba. North Hollywood, CA: The
Carole Joyce Gallery, 1987. Hdc., 234 pp.

Redekopp, Alfred H., Jacob Thielmann and
Helena Kroeker: A Family History and
Genealogy of their Descendants. 2nd Edi-
tion. Winnipeg, MB: Private Publication,
1988. Pb. 314 pp.

Sawatsky, Reynold, ed., Oxt from the Prairie.
The History of the Family of Jacob and
Cornelia (Klassen) Sawatsky. Private Pub-
lication, 1987. Pb., 106 pp.

The Early Doell Family
By Glenn Penner

The first Mennonite Doell! and, to my
knowledge, the forefather of all Mennonite
Doells was Peter Doell. He was baptized into
the Flemish Mennonite church in Danzig,
West Prussia, on July 3, 1689. According to the
Danzig church records? he was baptized “in
Holland”. This suggests that he was either
sent to the Netherlands by his parents to be
educated and baptized or that he was origi-
nally non-Mennonite and had to move from
Danzigto the Netherlands in order to be bap-
tized into the Mennonite church. Local Prus-
sian Jaws often prohibited the conversion and
baptism of non-members by the Mennonite
church. On October 24, 1691 his wife (name
unknown) died. He married Sara Steffan on
December 26, 1692. Peter Doell died on Sep-
tember 15, 1709. The next year his son Peter
Doell Il was baptized into the Danzig church.
Sara Doell (nee Steffan) died on July 14, 1746.

Peter Doell I married Anna Berg on Novem-
ber 15, 1711. He died in 1749. Five children of
Peter Doell 11 are known: Heinrich (1718
1789), Anna (17.-1758), Peter I (1716
1789), Daniel (17..-1757), and Susanna (17..-
1751). Peter Doell II and his family lived in
Schidlitz, a suburb of the city of Danzig. Son
Heinrich moved to the village of Tiegenhof
where he was a weaver‘. Son Daniel died a
bachelor.

Peter Doell III was born on September 20,
1716 and married Maria Berg (1717-1749) on
October 15, 1747. She died on September 22,
1749. Peter 11l remarried on April 23, 1753 to
Maria Lehn (1732-1789). Five children of this

(cont’d on page 7)



Dr. David Rempel with Ken Reddig, MB
archivist, in front of the Johann Bartsch
monumeant at the Mennonite Heritage
Vitlage in Stainbach, Manitoba.

{cont’d from page 6)

marriage survived to adulthood: Marla
(1753- 2), Anna (1759- ?), Peter IV (1760- 1833),
Heinrich (1770 ?) and Elisabeth (1776- ?).
Peter Doell 11T died on June 10, 1789.

Peter Doeli IV was born on November 20,
1760. On May 1, 1788 he married Anna Kas-
dorf (1760-1844) of Stoltzenberg, Prussia. It
was Peter IVwho made the move from Prussia
10 Russia sometime between 1792 and 1794.
He settled in Neuenburg in the Chortiza Col-
ony, Russia®. Peter Doell IV died on October
28, 1833,

Many descendants of Peter Doelt [V moved
to Manitoba In the 1870s and their descend-
ants have, in tum, spread throughout North
and South America.

Sources

"The name has been spelled Doell, Dill,
Dell and Dyll.

2Danzig Mennonite church records: Deaths
1667-1808; Marriages 1665-1808; Baptisms
1667-18083.

Tiegenhagen Mennonite church records
1781-1944.

““Ein Mennoniten Verzeichnis aus dem
Jahre 1776" in Die Qst-und Westpreufischen
Mennoniten by Horst Penner, 1978.

*B.H. Unruh, Die Niederlindisch-niederdesut-
schen Hintergriinde der Mennonitischen Ost-
wanderungen im 16. 18. und 19, fabrbundert.
{Karlsruhe-Rueppurr, 1955},

Glenn Penner is a researcher at Dalbousie
University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, with a
Ph.D. in Chemistry. We look forward to
Jurther articles by bim on vartous early Men-
nonite families.

David G. Rempel
Visits Winnipeg

Tt was a very pleasant privilege to have Dr.
David G. Rempel of Menlo Park, California,
with us some weeks ago. He joined relatives
in an enjoyable family reunion of the Bern.
hard Pauls descendants, held at the CMBC
campus, Winnipeg.

Many peoptle have come to know Dr. Rem-
pel as a person deeply interested in Russian/
Ukrainian Mennonite research, a topic on
which he has done much work, and pub-
lished extensively. Dr. Rempel’s counsel on
archival aspects of research has been much
treasured also.
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Now, nearly 90, yet in relatively good
health, Dr. Rempel was able to give a good
deal of energy to visiting, 10 2 lecture for the
family, and to visits with friends, as well asthe
Mennonite Heritage Village during his time
here. We are most grateful that he could come
and hope that our contacts can continue in
the years ahead.

MENNQNITES
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The Hillsboro MB Church:
Centre of the MB World

by Wes Prieb

The story is often told of Mennonite immi-
grants who were coming toc North America
from Russia, and were passing through New
York City. Upon gazing at the skyline in New
York harbour they are reponted to have said,
“If this is New York, what must Hillsboro be
like?"

Hillshoro was never very large, At its largest
it may have reached a population of 3.000
people or so. Yet, for over half of this century,
the Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church, in
Kansas, was the centre of Mennonite Brethren
leadership in North America.

The congregation in this small community
has an origin that is quite different from that
of most Mennonite Brethren congregations.
All but two of its charter members came from
Poland, not South Russia. They came 10 Mar-
ton County not as Mennonite Brethren, but as
European Mennonites. But they shared a
common Dutch ancestry with their cousins in
South Russia. Their "Mennonite Moses™ was
Wilhelm Ewert, who helped fifty families
from several villages on the Vistula River near
Warsaw t0 find new homes In the French
Creek territory in Marion County between
1874-1880.

The French Creck revival was not started by
Mennonite Brethren, but began under the
direction of a General Conference school-
teacher, Johann Harms. Harms taught child-
ren during the day and conducted Bible stu-
dies with adults during the evening. Through
his leadership a revival began and many peo-
ple experience renewal and conversion. Elder
Jacob Wiebe of the Krimmer Mennonite
Brethren Church helped conduct Sunday
Services. )

Later, Abraham Schellenberg, a Mennonite
Brethren leader from Buhler, Kansas, was
invited by Harms to help organize a new
church. Some converts joined the KMB con-
gregation, others aligned with the General
Conference church, and thirty-four, after bap-
tism by immmersion, formed a new Mennonite
Brethren congregation under the leadership
of Johann Harms.

This new congregation, after meeting in
houses, barns and schoolhouses in the French
Creek territory, moved 10 the 1own of Hills:
boro after the railroad was built. It remained a
smatl congregation until Tabor College was
buiit in 1908 and the Mennonite Brethren
Publishing House was moved to Hillsboro in
1913. Suddenly this lirtle chucch became the
nerve centre of the Mennonite Brethren Con-
ference in North America. For nearly half a
century it offered leadership in a variety of
Mennonite Brethren ministries: education,
missions, Mennonite Central Commitee and
world relief, home missions, publications, to
name several.

Quickly this church with Polish origins
became a new kind of Mennonite Brethren
church eventually reaching a membership of
more than 800. The remarkable growth of this
congregation in the setting of a relatively
small village was bolstered by several factors.

-To begin with, the educational leaders of
the Bbenfeld Mennonite Brethren Church,
located southeast of Hillsboro, moved to
town as Tabor College developed. Then
some of the members of the Gnadenau KMB
congregation south of the 1own, who helped
develop hospitals, orphanages and rest homes,
moved to Hillsboro as well and joined the
Mennonite Brethren Church.

The tradesmen, craftsmen and business-
men of the French Creek territory eventually
brought their business and wade skills to
town also, Here they found a church home
with the Hillshoro MB congregation. Finally,a
number of German Lutherans and Baptists,
already living in Hillsboro, joined the church.

With several gifted conference leaders within
their midst, and the mix of various religious
and ethnic groups, the church became an
exciting and dynamic leader in the Menno-
nite Brethren conference, providing leader-
ship for the broad spectrum of ministries for
nearly half a century.

A history of this congregation was written
and released in January, 1988. The writer is
Orlando Harms, formerly editor of the Chds-
tian Leader, the US Mennonite Brethren church
periodical. Entitled The fourney of a Church,
the book is available through the Centre for
MB Studies in Hillsboro, Kansas, and the Cen-
we for MB Studies in Winnipeg, Canada.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Warkentin, Abe, Strangers and Piigrims (Stein-
bach: Die Mennonitische Post/Derksen Prin-
ters, 1987). 361 pp., hdc., $34.95.

Reviewed by Adolf Ens

Don't be deceived by the coffee table for-
mat and the glossy, full-colour dust jacket into
thinking that this is ‘merely’ a picture book.
True, its well over a thousand photographs
occupy the bulk of the pages. But there is
much more, to make this a quite substantial
telling of the story of the 90,000 “Canadian”
Mennonites living in Mexico, Paraguay, Boli-
via, and Belize.

As founding editor of the Mennonitische
Post, which serves these Mennonites, Abe
Warkentin takes a keen interest in their story.
His dreaming about a book of this kind and
collecting photographs for it have occupied
much of his spare time during the past
decade. To see those dreams take on reality in
this excellent book is rewarding indeed.

First, the photographs. They range from the
genuinely artistic, things of beauty in them-
selves, to the obviously amateur complete
with the photographer’s shadow stretching
out toward the focus of the picture. But all are
carefully chosen to make their unique contri-
bution to telling the story.

Secondly, the text. None of the prose sec-
tions introducing the Mennonite communi-
ties in each of the four countries goes beyond
three pages. And since the entire text is in
both English and German, this means three
columns. But those pages are packed with
information. Supplemented by data compactly
presented in tables and by the informative,
though brief, photo captions, these few pages
of text provide an amazingly comprehensive
picture.

Thirdly, the maps. A number of the sixteen
maps included in the book are new, prepared
especially for this occasion. Others have been
adapted for this purpose. Most have been
redrawn in clear and attractive style by Dianne
Harms. Her emergence as cartographer a few
years ago has raised the quality of maps in
Mennonite publications by a significant notch.

But mostly it is the photographs that make
this book so good. Warkentin combines the
qualities of a perceptive journalist and a con-
scientious historian — with a sense of humour.
Who else would think of including a2 photo of
a Belize sign reading: “PREWET LAND. PLES
QUIP OF.” and then add the casual caption:
“Not all Mennonites had mastered the national
language by 1967.”

Even if the book had not sold well, Warken-
tin would have done the Mennonite com-
munity an enormous service by collecting
and preserving this valuable collection of
phtographs, and by compiling the historical
data and statistics. Fortunately, it sold well
enough to go into a second printing within
months of its first appearance. A third printing
is now in process.

Adolf Ens teaches history and theology at
Canadian Mennonite Bible College.

Resources for Canadian Mennonite Studies:
An Inventory and Guide to Archival Hold-
ings at the Mennonite Heritage Centre.
Edited by Lawrence Klippenstein, Adolf Ens
and Margaret Franz (Winnipeg, MB: MHC
Archives), 136 pp., pb., $7.50.

Inventory of Archival Material in Western
Manitoba. Edited by K.S. Coates, J.C. Everitt
and W.R. Morrison (Brandon, MB: Brandon
University Press, 1987) 2 Vols. 402 pp.

Reviewed by Ken Reddig.

Inventories and guides to archival resour-
ces assist both the researcher and also the
establishments generating the inventory. While
one often expects a repository to house cer-
tain kinds of resources, it is the listing of those
resources which creates the interest or aware-
ness that encourages a researcher to make use
of those archival holdings.

Recently two very different inventories
have been published. The first is the Invento-
ry and Guide to Archival Holdings at the
Mennonite Heritage Centre in Winnipeg. This
Centre was the first Mennonite archives in
Canada, and contains resources on numerous
Mennonite groups in Canada in addition to
resources on agencies of major importance to
the settlement of Mennonites in Canada. The
inventory contains a selected list of holdings
organized around the institution, agency or
individual creating the records. Each record
group is introduced by a brief summary of
contents, an historical sketch, a listing of addi-
tional resources with a very brief description
of the actual scope and content of the collec-
tion. If there is a criticism which could be
made of this inventory it would be that the
descriptions of the scope and content of each
record group are far too brief. Upon reading
the entries one often knows more about the
agencies history than about what kinds of
documents are included in the collection.
Nevertheless the inventory is quite valuable
and is certain to be well utilized by historians
and students of Canadian Mennonite History.

The Inventory of Archival Material in
Western Manitoba is quite different in scope
and content from the previous guide. Rather
than listing the documents in a single
repository, the guide lists several hundred
places which hold resources relevant to west-
ern Manitoba history. Some sixty-three com-
munities were surveyed and listings prepared
of their holdings of such resources as agricul-
tural organizations, archives, libraries, busi-
nesses, cemeteries, churches, military organi-
zations, school divisions, newspapers, service
clubs--to name but a few. The description of
resources held in each location is quite good
and extensive. Unfortunately the descriptions,
perhaps to save space, are listed in one long
paragraph, in some cases over three pages in
length, with subject areas simply underlined.
Nevertheless, the guide is most helpful and
an amazing resource.

In summary both inventories leave the

researcher with the impression that Manitoba
in indeed rich in resources pertaining to its
historical past. Students, historians and ge-
nealogists are provided an excellent intro-
duction to and guide as to where relevant
resources are housed by these two invento-
ries. The inventories should provide the
impetus for other institutions and regions of
Manitoba to create inventories of their hold-
ings as well.

Ken Reddig is the archivist for the Centre
of MB Studies in Winnipeg.

Book Notes

With this year’s drought and poor crops,
Altona farmers John Rempel and William
Harms are probably glad that they “retired”
from field work to pursue their research
hobby full-time. Their 25-page Atlas of origi-
nal Mennonite Villages and Homesteaders
of the East Resrve, Manttoba (Aliona, 1988)
provides detailed maps of all 8 townships of
the former East Reserve, showing the original
owners of each quarter section. Accompany-
ing lists identify the original residents of each
of the approximately fifty villages. Additional
orientation maps, photos and historical notes
add to the value of the book. It is well worth
the $10 for which the authors are selling it.
Work on a similar volume for the West
Reserve is underway.

Readers of Mennonite Mirror who have
enjoyed Rhinehart Friesen’s stories of early
Manitoba Mennonite life, which appeared in
that magazine over the years, now have the
opportunity of getting 14 episodes (1874-
1918) in one volume. A Mennonite Odyssey
(Winnipeg: Hyperion Press, 1988, 124 pages,
$12.95 pb) is the 14th volume of Hyperion’s
series of “Mennonite” books. Dr. Friesen, a
retired physician, has edited and revised the
episodes on the basis of reader response to
their original appearance. ’

The Dordrecht Confession of faith has
been published in over 250 editions in 5
languages since it was first adopted by Men-
nonites in the Netherlands in 1632. A new
English translation by noted Menno Simons
scholar Irvin B. Horst, has now been released
by the Lancaster (Pa.) Mennonite Historical
Society (2215 Millstream Rd., Lancaster, Pa.
17602-1499; 88 pages, $7.95 pb/$10.95 hb; $2
handling).

Gerhard Ratzlaff has edited and published
a yearbook for Germans in Paraguay. (Dezt-
sches Jabrbuch fiir 1988: Geschichte, Kul-
tur, Unterbaltung, Asuncion, 1988, 112 pages,
$5.50 U.S.). As the title indicates, the book is
about Germans. An article on 50 years of
Friesland Colony and another on the teacher
training institute in Filadelfia are the main
items on Mennonites. In contrast to most
yearbooks, this one does not feature current
church or colony statistics.



